ME FOREST HISTORY 


“Sources Must Be Saved” 
Says New WHS Director 


Bruce LeRoy, newly-appointed Direc- 
tor of the Washington Historical So- 
ciety, recently reviewed Dr. John Hus- 
sey’s Tue History or Fort Vancov- 
VER AND ITs PuysicaL STRUCTURE over 
station KOMO Seattle. Fort Vancou- 
ver was the early Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany post on the Columbia River and 
the site of the Northwest’s first saw- 
mill. 

But beyond this, we should like to 
quote Mr. LeRoy’s plea for the preser- 
vation of the basic records out of 
which such books are born: 

When we see what the historian 
of our region has to do in spad- 
ing up source materials on his 
own Northwest, we must fervently 
hope that the people of this area 
will become increasingly con- 
scious of the necessity for pre- 
serving the early letters, family 
diaries, reminiscences, early busi- 
mess records. .. . 


Maine’s First Fire 
Tower Commemorated 


On June 10, 1905, William Hilton, now 
Vice President of the Great Northern 
Paper Company, climbed the new look- 
out tower on Squaw Mountain, and ini- 
tiated the forest fire lookout service in 
the State of Maine. 

Exercises July 26 at Greenville, 
Maine, commemorated the establish- 
ment of Squaw Mountain, Maine’s old- 
est fire tower, and the first continuously 
operated lookout station in the United 
States. The program included speeches 
by James L. Madden, Vice President, 
Scott Paper Company, Chester, Pa.; 
Richard E. McArdle, Chief, U.S. Forest 
Service, Washington, D.C.; and A. D. 
Nutting, Maine Forest Commissioner, 
Augusta. Curtis M. Hutchins, Chair- 
man of the Board, Dead River Com- 
pany, Bangor, was master of cere- 
monies. 
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Activities of Forest Industries 
Indicate Growing History Interest 


Forest Propucts Inpustrigs are show- 
ing a growing interest in their own 
history. This is evidenced by the in- 
creasing number of companies that are 
examining and putting in order their 
old records, or are pulling together his- 
torical materials to tell at least an out- 
line of their story. 

Simpson Logging Company has a 
fine collection of old records; and Tru- 
man Collins, President of Collins Pine 
Company, writes that for the last two 
or three years “we have been . . . get- 
ting together historical data of our 
own operations, going back into a 
period in Pennsylvania as much as 75 
years ago.” 

Company magazines reflect this in- 
terest in a variety of ways from the 
printing of an occasional article de- 
scribing a colorful event or dynamic 
personality of an earlier day to publi- 
cation of rather extensive histories 


over a several month period. Typical 
of the latter, the July-August Oxrorp 
Loe carries an eight-page supplement 
with the third of six installments of 


Cary Research Undertaken 


Roy R. Waurre, Ph.D. candidate at the 
University of Florida, plans to write 
his thesis on “Austin Cary and For- 
estry in the South.” Cary, of course, 


was one of forestry’s great pioneers, 
and a study of his career and influence 
are basic in understanding the growth 
of Southern forestry. 

Much of the research can be done in 
the very extensive Austin Cary Me- 
morial Forestry Collection in the Uni- 
versity’s library. However, we would 
like to suggest that those who know of 
other good sources of information on 
Cary’s work or files of his correspon- 
dence write Mr. White at the Depart- 
ment of History, University of Florida, 
Gainesville. 


“The Oxford Story—A History of the 
Oxford Paper Company.” John J. 
Leane, editor of the Loa, spent eighteen 
months researching and writing this 
history. 

Other magazines in which historical 
articles have appeared frequently in- 
clude Forest Ecnuors (The Crossett 
Company), THe Noyo Cur (Union 
Lumber Company), Nexoosa News 
(Nekoosa-Edwards Paper Company), 
and WEYERHAEUSER MaGazine (Weyer- 
haeuser Timber Company). 

Two southern paper companies, The 
Chesapeake Corporation of Virginia and 
Halifax Paper Company, Inc., have re- 
cently sent the Foundation brief his- 
tories. We are glad to receive both com- 
pany histories and company magazines 
containing historical articles. 


Penn State Library 
Gets New Curator 


COLLECTING OF SOURCE materials of 
Pennsylvania forest and industrial his- 
tory will be stepped-up at Pennsylvania 
State University this fall with the nam- 
ing of Wallace F. Workmaster to the 
newly-established post of Curator of 
Pennsylvania Historical Collections. 
According to Dr. Ralph McComb, Li- 
brarian and Archivist, the ability of 
the University to serve as a regional re- 


pository will be greatly strengthened 
by this appointment. Mr. Workmaster 
comes to Penn State from the Pennsyl- 
vania Historical and Museum Com- 
mission. 

The field of forest history will receive 
particular emphasis because of the Uni- 
versity’s location in the heart of the 
old Pennsylvania lumbering region, and 
because of its long identification with 
forestry education dating back to the 
founding of the Mont Alto State Forest 
Academy which later merged with the 
University’s College of Forestry. 
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Hutchinson Obtains 
Laughead Papers 


ScHOLARS AND WRITERS interested in 
the origins of American folklore owe 
W. H. Hutchinson of Cohasset Stage, 
Chico, California, a real vote of thanks. 
Hutch, acting as the agent of the For- 
est History Foundation, made a very 
fine oral history interview with Wil- 
liam B. Laughead who originated the 
Paul Bunyan advertising campaign 
used by the Red River Lumber Com- 
pany of Westwood, California. The in- 
terview reveals much concerning the 
role Laughead played in the develop- 
ment of the Paul Bunyan legend. 

When Mr. Laughead died last April, 
Hutchinson appealed to his niece, Miss 
Mary Simpson, and obtained permis- 
sion to inventory Laughead’s personal 
papers and drawings. They were subse- 
quently presented to the Paul Bunyan 
Collection of the University of Minne- 
sota Library. Dr. E. B. Stanford, Di- 
rector of Libraries at the U. of M. and 
a persistent collector of Bunyan ma- 
terials, hailed this acquisition as one of 
the finest of recent years. 

Mr. Hutchinson will be remembered 
by some of our readers as the author of 
Caurrornia Herrrace—A History oF 
NortTHEern CALIFORNIA LUMBERING, the 
story of the Diamond Match Com- 
pany’s operations which was published 
last year. 


Heyward Lectures on 
Industrial Forestry 


Tue Universiry or Wasuineron’s Col- 
lege of Forestry has published a series 
of three lectures on “The History of 
Industrial Forestry in the South,” by 
Frank Heyward, Director of Public Re- 
lations, Gaylord Container Corporation 
Division of Crown Zellerbach Corpora- 
tion. 

The lectures were given last spring 

as the second in a series of annual 
William B. Greeley Lectures in Indus- 
trial Forestry. Mr. Axel J. F. Brand- 
strom delivered the first lectures in 
1957 on the development of industrial 
forestry in the Northwest. Three addi- 
tional lectures are planned in successive 
years. 
The Lectures were established in 
1956 by a grant to the College of For- 
estry from the Industrial Forestry As- 
sociation in honor of the late Colonel 
Greeley who was one of the pioneers in 
industrial forestry. 


Business History Repository 
Planned for Miami University 


Miami Unrversiry, Oxford, Ohio, has 
appointed a faculty committee headed 
by Dr. William E. Smith, Dean of the 
Graduate School, to investigate the 
views of local businessmen and plan es- 
tablishment of an archival center as a 
regional repository for business history 
materials. 

President John D. Millett and Pro- 
vost C. W. Kreger have suggested that 
the committee aim at establishing the 
new service to scholarship and industry 
as an appropriate event of the Miami 
University’s sesquicentennial year which 
begins in February, 1959. 

The Miami River Valley of south- 
western Ohio, where the University is 
located, is a thriving industrial area 
and a center of the pulp and paper in- 
dustry. Hence the business records and 
related materials of a paper manufac- 
turer would comprise a fitting collection 
to inaugurate use of the new archives. 
Further details may be obtained from 
Dean Smith at the University or from 
the Forest History Foundation. 

Foundation personnel are counselling 
and working with the Miami University 
administration, Dean Smith, and near- 
by pulp and paper men in determining 
the needs and opportunities for service 
of the new project. A forest history re- 
pository was proposed by the Founda- 
tion as a corollary to other new Miami 
University aids to pulp and paper com- 
panies of the region, which include un- 
dergraduate training in pulp and paper 
technology and working seminars in 
community relations co-sponsored by 
the Ohio paper industry. This idea, 
however, gave way to the concept of an 
archival center embracing all phases of 
Miami Valley industrial history to sup- 
ply the research needs of the Univer- 


Company Histories Wanted 


Joun Evans, Eprror of the Paper 
Trave JourNAL, wants copies of com- 
pany histories for his historical files. 
They should be sent to 49 W. 45th 
Street, New York 36, N.Y. 

Dun and Bradstreet, Inc., 290 Broad- 
way, New York 8, N.Y., also is collect- 
ing company histories for its Business 
Library. And, of course, if you haven’t 
already done so, be sure to send a copy 
to the Foundation. 


sity’s increasing numbers of graduate 
students in history, business adminis- 
tration and related fields. 

Working with Dean Smith on the 
committee are Harris G. Warren, Head 
of the History Department; R. E. Glos, 
Dean of Business Administration; John 
Weatherford, Assistant to the Director 
of Libraries; and John W. Ball, Profes- 
sor of English, who is in charge of plans 
for the Miami sesquicentennial. 


Pennsylvania Authors 
Feature Forest History 


THREE BOOKS ON Pennsylvania forest 
history have been completed, and are 
in various stages of publication, accord- 
ing to Charles Bonsted, the Founda- 
tion’s field representative, who recently 
visited the Keystone State. 

“Penn’s Woods West” by E. L. 
Peterson leads the fall list of titles at 
the University of Pittsburgh Press. In 
addition to text, the volume has 300 
illustrations. It will sell for $15. 

R. Dudley Tonkin’s “My Partner, 
The River,” also a U. of P. publication, 
is scheduled for late fall. The author 
draws upon 128 years of experience in 
logging, lumbering, river driving and 
rafting he and his father had in white 
pine operations on the Susquehanna 
River. 

Mr. Tonkin was formerly wood 
buyer for the Tyrone, Pa., mill of the 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper Com- 
pany. He has contributed historical 
photographs and artifacts of lumbering 
and rafting to a number of museums, 
and at Cherry Tree, Pa., where he 
lives, he has erected and donated to 
the community, a public memorial to 
the raftsmen of the Susquehanna. 

“Gifford Pinchot: Forester Politi- 
cian” is a book-length manuscript re- 
cently completed by Dr. M. N. Mc- 
Geary, Head of the Department of 
Political Science at Pennsylvania State 
University. A study of Pinchot’s career 
in conservation and government both 
national and state, it is the result of 
several years’ research in public and 
private papers in Pennsylvania and 
other repositories, including the huge 
Pinchot collection in the Library of 
Congress, 
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Important Collections Augment 
Available Forest History Sources 


SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT collections of pa- 
pers have been obtained during the 
past few months: 

Minnesota Historican Socrery— 
John S. Pillsbury. Book of Deeds, 
1883-87. Listing of lands belonging to 
Pillsbury in the following (Minn.) 
counties: Beltrami, Itasca, Cass, St. 
Louis, Crow Wing, Aitkin, Hubbard, 
Carlton and Becker. 

Raphael Zon. Papers, c.1900-50. Ap- 
proximately 10,000 pieces documenting 
many phases of Zon’s career, European 
influences on American forestry, and 
the Ballinger-Pinchot controversy. The 
collection which has not yet been proc- 
essed is heaviest for the 1930s. It is 
the gift of Henry Zon, Washington, 
DC. 

University or Minnesota—William 
B. Laughead. Papers. The collection 
consists of a large number of Laug- 
head’s drawings of Paul Bunyan and 
other characters of the Bunyan legend, 
materials pertaining to Red River 
Lumber Company’s advertising, and 
correspondence relating to Bunyan 
folklore. These papers have been added 
to the fine Bunyan Collection at the 
U. of M. Library. 

University oF Mississier1, LUMBER 
Arcuives—R. F. Learned and Sons. 
Business Records. This very extensive 
collection has not yet been processed, 


but it is of utmost importance. The 
Learned Company, founded in 1828, is 
the oldest lumber company in the 
United States operating a mill continu- 
ously on one site, and acquisition of its 
papers should provide basic material 
for any study of lumbering history of 
the area. 


WRITING A COMPANY 
HISTORY? 


If you are, or if you are consider- 
ing writing one in the near fu- 
ture, we suggest that you read 
“Some Criteria and Criticisms 


of Company Histories” by Fred- 
erick W. Kohlmeyer and C. 
Clyde Jones in the ATLANTA 
ECONOMIC REVIEW for May 
1958. A copy may be obtained 
from the Editor, 33 Gilmer 
Street, S.E., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


University or Wyomine Lisrary, 
Western History anp Arcuives De- 
PARTMENT—Coe-Carter Records. This 
collection contains papers covering a 
wide range of frontier activities and in- 
vestments including lumbering, espe- 
cially tie production for the Union Pa- 
cific Railroad. 


FHF Western Field Program 
Will Stress Oral History 


Western Committees on Forest His- 
tory in Arizona, California, Washing- 
ton and Oregon will be holding meet- 
ings within the next three months. 

The Arizona Committee will convene 
at Arizona State College in Flagstaff 
where a new repository of forest history 
materials is to be set up. Professor 
Chester F. Deaver, Acting Chairman 
of the Committee, is making arrange- 
ments for the meeting. Initial gifts of 
primary source materials are now being 
sought to launch the collection at Flag- 
staff. 

Elwood R. Maunder, Director of the 
Foundation, will attend the Arizona 
Committee meeting and demonstrate 
the oral history interview technique 


which has been used successfully by 
Foundation personnel and committee 
members in other states and provinces. 
Following the meeting, he will spend 
several days working with Arizona 
committee members. 

Similar state seminars will be held 
later in the fall in Oregon, California, 
Washington and British Columbia. 

The Director will attend the Annual 
Meeting of the American Forestry As- 
sociation in Tucson, Arizona, October 
27-81. He is also drawing plans with 
the managers of the Pacific Logging 
Congress to make a series of oral his- 
tory interviews during that organiza- 
tion’s Annual Meeting in Portland, 
November 10-12. 


Research Assistantship 
in Forest History 


Harpy L. Sumuzy, Dean of the Col- 
lege of Forestry, State University of 
New York, has announced the appoint- 
ment of Marvin Kranz as research as- 
sistant in forest history. Faculty and 
alumni are collaborating on a history 
of the College of Forestry to mark its 
50th anniversary celebration in 1961, 
and Mr. Kranz has been assigned to 
assist in this project. 

The $2,000 assistantship was estab- 
lished by the trustees of the College 
of Forestry in line with a suggestion 
from the Forest History Foundation 
through its representative, Charles D. 
Bonsted, as to the value of a staff re- 
search man in the preparation of the 
College history. This is believed to be 
the first such grant at any college or 
university. A former forestry student, 
Kranz is a candidate for the Ph.D. de- 
gree in history at Syracuse University. 
For his dissertation he is undertaking 
a study of the rise of the conservation 
movement in New York State. 


Forest Products Pavilion 


THE OREGON FOREST PRODUCTS indus- 
tries plan to allocate $250,000 for a 
forest products pavilion and for build- 
ing and maintaining exhibits within it 
during the Oregon Centennial Exposi- 
tion and International Trade Fair next 
summer. The announcement was made 
by Roy Gould, President of the Di- 
amond Lumber Company, Portland, 
who is Chairman of a special Forest 
Products Centennial Committee, and 
A. A. (Tony) Lausmann, Kogar Lum- 
ber Industries, Medford, Finance 
Chairman. 

$105,000 will be spent on construc- 
tion of the futuristic type building, and 
$145,000 on exhibits and staff. Follow- 
ing the close of the Exposition, the 
building will be donated to the 4-H 
clubs of Oregon. 

A 


H. C. Bercxes, formerly Executive Sec- 
retary of the Southern Pine Associa- 
tion, is currently writing a history of 
the Association. Entitled, “The Pitch 
in Pine,” the book will relate “some of 
the more important incidents in the 
40 years of Southern Pine Association 
history that imprinted themselves on 
the industry, its policies, successes and 
its individuals.” 
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Logging Lingo - - Readers 


Explain “Timber Looker” 


Rat 3698 McKechnie 
Avenue, West Vancouver, B.C., would 
like information about the term 
“widow maker.” In addition to its cus- 
tomary meaning, he has heard “widow 
maker” used to refer specifically to a 
tree that “split down the center, usually 
when being topped or felled,” and 
would like to know where this particu- 
lar meaning originated or is used. 

In response to the query regarding 
“timber looker” from Clarence Durant, 
we received two very interesting let- 
ters. From Professor Archie Patterson, 
University of Georgia School of For- 
estry: 

As opposed to the “timber 
cruiser” who by some means or 
other definitely samples the tim- 
ber stand (crude as it may be at 
times) the “timber looker” mere- 
ly walks through the timber and 
“looks” at it. His judgment of 
volume is based upon years of ex- 
perience in “looking” at thou- 
sands of stands and knowing the 
volume that has been cut out of 
them. 

Theoretically, the “timber 
looker” bases his estimate upon a 
comparative basis, while the “tim- 
ber cruiser” bases his upon a 
sample of the stand. I have often 
heard the ability of the “timber 
looker” deprecated but anyone 
who has watched one of the “old 
time timber lookers” operate has 
nothing but respect for their al- 
most uncanny ability. Incident- 
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ally, since their effectiveness is 
based upon years and years of 
experience you don’t find young 
“timber lookers” of ability. 


Donald H. Clark, Assistant Techni- 
cal Director, Institute of Forest Pro- 
ducts, Seattle, Washington, writes: 


“Timber looker” was quite a 
common term before the turn of 
the century, and has been used by 
old timers since that date. 

The term applied to men who 
actually look at the timber rather 
than measure it accurately. The 
majority of them were illiterate 
and could not write. Thus they 
could keep no written record of 
their estimates. In some cases 
they simply kept the estimate of 
a quarter section or section of 
timber in their head and gave a 
verbal report to the boss. In some 
cases they supplemented this with 
breaking a green switch at inter- 
vals to indicate units. 

Mr. J. H. Bloedel, recently de- 
ceased, told me that one of his 
“timber lookers” would go out 
for days at a time examining tim- 
ber . . . and report directly to Mr. 
Bloedel on the basis of the num- 
ber of days it would take one bull 
team to log the area... . 

If it seems unbelievable that 
such crude methods could have 
been used for estimating timber, 
one must remember that timber 
in those days was sold by the acre 
or even by the section, at ex- 
tremely low prices. 
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Logging Past Recreated 


Trmser Topics, published by Allis- 
Chalmers Construction Machinery Di- 
vision carried in its summer issue a fine 
picture story on an interesting logging 
museum. 

Coliier State Park, 35 miles north of 
Klamath Falls, Oregon, on U.S. 97, is 
the site of a remarkable assemblage 
of old-time logging equipment. Alfred 
D. “Cap” Collier and his brother, An- 
drew, of Klamath Falls, donated wood- 
ed land for the park and then scoured 
the country from the Great Lakes to 
the Pacific Northwest to ferret out 
abandoned and almost forgotten high 
wheels, wagons, donkey engines, loco- 
motives, trucks—relics of a century of 
logging. Others, hearing of the project, 
have added to the collection. 

Today the State Park Logging Mu- 
seum enables its thousands of visitors 
to forget trucks and cats and power- 
saws, and to hear again the ring of the 
axe and the voice of the bull skinner 
urging ahead the straining oxen. 
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Woops Worps, Dean W. F. McCul- 
loch’s dictionary of logging language, 
is now in the process of publication by 
the Oregon Historical Society and the 
Champoeg Press. At $7.50 a copy, it 
will be available early this fall from 
either of the above organizations. 
A 

WE OFFER ovR apologies to the Editor 
of WeyerHaruser Macazine for cred- 
iting the article, “Tree Farm Surveyors 
Locate Historic Road,” to Werer- 
HAEUSER NEws. 
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